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As shown in Fig. 6(a), (b) and (c), the flow velocity distribution of passage 5 and 6 in the 
centrifugal pump is calculated under 0.7ܳ, 1.0ܳ, and 1.3ܳ flow rate. As can be seen from the 
figures, the flow velocity is significantly increased at the impellers with the increase of flow rate, 
which is also consistent with the actual situation. It can be clearly seen the flow trajectories and 
velocity distribution in the centrifugal pump from the 3D geometry in Fig. 6(d).  

 
a) 0.7ܳ 

 
b) 1.0ܳ 

 
c) 1.3ܳ 

 
d) 3 D distribution 

Fig. 6. Flow velocity distribution in the centrifugal pump 

 
Fig. 7. Pressure fluctuation amplitude of the main frequency on the operation face  

spreads from the inlet to the outlet inside the impeller flow channel 

As can be seen from Fig. 5, the pressure fluctuation peaks of the impeller operation face which 
is close to the front cover and middle position as well as back cover are mainly in the rotation 
frequency, blade frequency, double blade frequency, triple blade frequency and quadruple blade 
frequency. But in the impeller outlet, some low-frequency components (1/2 rotation frequency) 
and high-frequency components increase, making the pressure fluctuation complicated and main 



1917. NUMERICAL SIMULATION AND EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH OF FLOW-INDUCED NOISE FOR CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS.  
XIAO-PING RUI, YANG ZHAO 

628 © JVE INTERNATIONAL LTD. JOURNAL OF VIBROENGINEERING. FEB 2016, VOL. 18, ISSUE 1. ISSN 1392-8716  

frequency weakened. This result is mainly caused by the mutual interference of fluids between the 
impeller and volute.  

As can be seen from Fig. 7, the pressure fluctuation amplitude at the main frequency increases 
firstly and then decreases from the impeller inlet to the outlet at the impeller operation face. The 
larger amplitude is appeared at 0.45 to 0.80 times of the blade length.  

As can be seen from Fig. 8, the pressure fluctuation peaks on the reverse face of the impeller 
are similarly to those of the operation face.  

 
a) Pressure fluctuation near the front cover of the reverse face 

 
b) Pressure fluctuation near the middle position of the reverse face 

 
c) Pressure fluctuation near the back cover of the reverse face

Fig. 8. Pressure fluctuation near the reverse face of the impeller 

In addition, it can be seen from Fig. 9 that the pressure fluctuation amplitude at the main 
frequency increases firstly and then decreases near the front cover. In the middle position and back 
cover, its amplitude increases and then decreases. However, it increases and decreases again in 
the outlet. In terms of the pressure fluctuation spreading law at the main frequency inside the 
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impeller flow channel, the pressure fluctuation near the operation face is greater than that near the 
reverse face. On the operation face, the maximum pressure fluctuation amplitude is in the front 
cover of the impeller flow channel, while on the reserve face, it occurs in the middle position of 
the impeller inlet. 

 
Fig. 9. Pressure fluctuation amplitude of the main frequency on the reverse face 

spreads from the inlet to the outlet inside the impeller flow channel 

4.2. Pressure fluctuation analysis inside the volute  

The pressure fluctuation inside the impeller flow channel is analyzed in detail as the above. 
However, the volute is one of the main components in a centrifugal pump. Therefore, the pressure 
fluctuation distribution inside the volute is also necessary to be researched. The pressure 
fluctuation of the monitoring points in Fig. 2 is also extracted as Fig. 10.  

  
Fig. 10. Pressure fluctuation in the peripheral direction of the volute 

 
Fig. 11. Pressure fluctuation amplitude of the main frequency in the peripheral 

 direction of the volute spreads along with the helix direction  
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As can be seen from Fig. 10, the higher pressure fluctuation peaks in the peripheral direction 
of the volute mainly appears in the rotation frequency, blade frequency, double blade frequency 
and triple blade frequency.  

In addition, as can be seen from Fig. 11, the pressure fluctuation amplitude which is change 
from large to small are located at 300 Hz, 600 Hz, 900 Hz and 50 Hz. Wherein, the greater 
pressure fluctuation amplitudes at each frequency are mainly in 1, 9, 10 points which are close to 
the tongue. But compared to the pressure fluctuation inside the impeller, the pressure fluctuation 
amplitude in the peripheral direction of the volute is smaller. This is mainly due to the quite stable 
expulsion effect of the volute spiral changes on the liquid and small pressure fluctuation.  

5. Computation of sound field 

5.1. Computation of the structural modal  

Centrifugal pumps are a rather complex structure obtained by casting and machining, as shown 
in Fig. 12(a). The finite element model is prepared for the interaction between the fluid and 
structure, and the local characteristics and stress condition of the structure are not necessary to be 
considered. Therefore, during building the model, the hole, boss, chamfering and other detailed 
structures are ignored and only some important structures are considered, as shown in Fig. 12(b). 

 
a) Entity 

 
b) Simplified model 

Fig. 12. Entity and simplified model of the volute 

The material used in the simulation is steel, with the properties elastic module ܧ = 211 GPa, 
the density ߩ = 7850 kg/m3, the Poisson ratio ߤ = 0.29. The excitation force is set as the boundary 
condition. The constraints are imposed as follows: the nodes of the foundation bolt hole are 
completed fixed, with ݑ௫ = ௬ݑ = ௭ݑ = 0. The displacement of nodes on the bearing holes is  ݑ௫ = ௬ݑ = ௭ݑ = ௭ݑ .0 = 0 on the inlet flanges, ݑ௫ = 0 on the outlet flanges. The boundary set is 
shown in Fig. 14. The precision and scale of the computation are directly affected by the quantity 
of the mesh, as shown in Table 3. 

Table 3. The computational result of the natural frequency 

Order Size of meshes 
20 mm 15 mm 10 mm 7 mm 

1 611 605 602 599 
2 877 871 860 857 
3 1278 1268 1261 1257 
4 1391 1387 1379 1375 
5 1801 1794 1757 1748 
6 2793 2782 2775 2772 
7 3000 2989 2981 2976 

As can be seen from Table 3, with the decrease of the mesh density, the number of meshes and 
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node is also decreased gradually, and the natural frequency is reduced too. When the mesh size is 
less than 10 mm, the maximum relative error of the natural frequency is less than 1 %. Therefore, 
the modal result computed at the mesh size of 10 mm is adopted for the subsequent analysis. 

5.2. Sound field on the surface of the centrifugal pump 

The vibration source of the flow-induced noise in the centrifugal pump is mainly the pressure 
pulsation which is generated from the static and dynamic interference within the pump. As such 
pulsation acts on the volute and the internal surface of pump cover, the excitation force is 
generated and transferred to the outer surface through the pump cover structure, and then the 
vibration on the outer surface of the pump cover is caused, which will generate coupling with the 
air, thus making noise. 

The calculation process of this coupling is shown in Fig. 13. 1) The internally unsteady flow 
is solved by means of large eddy simulation, in order to obtain the time domain fluctuation of 
pressures on interface between structure and fluid. 2) The vibration displacement response of the 
pump cover structure is simulated under the excitation of pressure fluctuation. 3) The natural 
modes of the cover structure are solved. 4) The vibration displacement on the outer surface of the 
cover structure is taken as the boundary condition, and FEM/BEM coupling method is applied to 
solve the flow-induced noise based on the structural modes.  

 
Fig. 13. Calculation process of coupling for the centrifugal pump 

 
Fig. 14. Finite element mesh 

 
Fig. 15. Mesh on the surface 
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The outer surface of the structure was extracted and meshed as the acoustic model used in the 
BEM calculation, as shown in Fig. 15. The acoustical mesh consists of 14706 elements and 13757 
nodes. As the maximum valid frequency of the model investigated in the study was 4366 Hz. 
According to the reference [12]. The normal velocity distribution on the outer surface nodes of 
the structure was transferred to the surface nodes of the acoustic model, which was set as the 
boundary condition of the volute acoustic simulation. 

Table 4. The computational results of sound pressure level for the volute 
Frequency 0.7ܳ ܳ 1.3ܳ 

Uncoupling Coupling Uncoupling Coupling Uncoupling Coupling 

280 Hz Max 128.5 129.1 118.5 117.9 115.3 115.1 
Min 113.6 113.9 104.2 103.7 100.1 99.5 

600 Hz Max 123.7 123.2 113.7 113.4 109.2 108.7 
Min 105.3 95.3 92.6 83.1 92.5 81.9 

855 Hz Max 119.2 118.9 108.3 108.1 105.4 105.1 
Min 104.2 103.6 96.5 96.8 91.8 92.1 

The sound field is computed by using the boundary element method. Assuming the acoustic 
waves at the inlet and outlet are plane waves, and the property at the inlet and outlet is set as the 
sound absorption. If the coupling is considered, the structural modal result is required to be 
imported. And the modal damping of the volute is set as 0.01. When the mapping between the 
acoustic boundary element mesh and structural finite element mesh is only completed, the 
coupling response solution can be conducted. The computational result from the coupled and 
uncoupled acoustic boundary element is shown in Table 4, and the corresponding distribution of 
the sound pressure level (SPL) is shown as Fig. 16. 

 
a) Uncoupling 

 
b) Coupling 

Fig. 16. SPL distribution of the volute at 300 Hz 

From Fig. 16 and Table 4, it is found that SPL distribution is similar in both situations, and the 
maximum values are all appeared in the inlet and outlet. The position of the minimum value is 
also close to the inlet and outlet, and the dipole characteristic of the sound field distribution 
remains unchanged. In both conditions, SPL decreases along with the increase of the flow rate. 
According to Table 4, the maximum SPL differs little under both conditions, while the minimum 
values differs much, reaching up to 10.6 dB. At double blade frequency, the influence of the 
acoustic coupling on the distribution of the sound field is most obvious. The minimum values of 
each condition differed about 10 dB because the first-order natural frequency of the centrifugal 
pump volute is about 602 Hz, which is close to double blade frequency. According to the above 
analysis, the acoustic coupling can’t be neglected to solve the flow- induced noise of centrifugal 
pumps. 

The coupled boundary element method is applied to compute the sound field distribution of 
the sound source term for the volute pressure fluctuation. The outlet ܤଵ (26, 225, 0) is set to 
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calculate SPL. The flow-induced noise of centrifugal pumps is very complicated, so it is necessary 
to verify the reliability by means of experiment. The measurement of the far-field noises in the 
centrifugal pump is always interfered by the motor noises, pipe noises and background noises, 
thus causing some difficulties to obtain the accurate results. In order to verify the reliability of the 
numerical results, the internal noises of the centrifugal pump are tested and the corresponding 
signal is measured by a hydrophone. The hydrophone type is ST70. The hydrophone is installed 
in the pipe wall horizontally. And the sensor probe is in the flush status with the wall surface 
around the measurement point, which measures the flow noise within the pipe directly. The 
hydrophone is arranged in the outlet location of the centrifugal pump. The experimental equipment 
is shown in Fig. 3. The test results are then compared with the numerical results, as shown in 
Fig. 17. It can be seen that the experimental result is close to the numerical result no matter in 
peaks or other frequencies. Therefore, the numerical simulation model is reliable and can be used 
for the subsequent analysis. 

Based on the verified model, the inlet ܤଶ (33, 0, 212) is also set to calculate SPL and compared 
with that of the inlet, as shown in Fig. 18.  

 
Fig. 17. Comparison of noises at the outlet between experiment and simulation 

 
Fig. 18. Response curve of the SPL frequency domain  

As can be seen from Fig. 18, during computing the sound field, the computational result is a 
broadband when the pressure fluctuation of the volute is regarded as the dipole source. At low 
frequency, SPL at the outlet ܤଵ is obvious larger than that of the inlet ܤଶ, indicating that the 
influence of the volute is larger on the sound field when it is compared with that of the inlet. There 
are peaks at the blade frequency and double blade frequency, indicating that the interference 
between the blade and tongue is the main reason for the flow-induced noise of centrifugal pumps.  
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5.3. Radiation noises at the far-field for the centrifugal pump 

In the above analysis, only noise on the surface of the internal structure for the volute is 
researched. The radiation noise of the centrifugal pump is also very important and should be 
researched. 

BEM method is applied to calculate the radiation noise at the far acoustical field of the 
centrifugal pump. The propagation medium is air, which density is 1.225 kg/m3, and the 
corresponding propagation speed is 340 m/s. A spherical field-point mesh is created at 1.5 m away 
from the geometric center of the centrifugal pump, in order to observe the sound pressure 
distribution. The radiation sound pressure of the centrifugal pump cover under different impeller 
outlet width is shown as Fig. 19. It can be seen from the figure that with the increase of the impeller 
outlet width ܹ, the radiation sound pressure of the centrifugal pump is increased significantly. 
Therefore, the radiation noise at the far acoustical field is relatively small when the impeller outlet 
width is 8 mm.  

 
a) ଵܹ = 8 mm 

 
b) ଶܹ = 10 mm 

 
c) ଷܹ = 12 mm 

 
d) ସܹ = 14 mm 

Fig. 19. The radiation noises of the centrifugal pump cover 

There is an obvious direction in the propagation of sound. There are different directions for 
different points which are relative to the sound source position. As a result, their noise spectrums 
are also different. To obtain the circumferential distribution of the centrifugal pump SPL, 36 
monitoring points which are 1500 mm away from the impeller center are set up on the external 
surface of the pump cover, and the angle is 10° between the adjacent points. Finally, the radiation 
noise of the centrifugal pump at the far acoustical field under different conditions is obtained, as 
shown in Fig. 20.  

As can be seen from Fig. 20, SPL is not significantly changed when the impeller outlet width 
is increased from 8 mm to 12 mm, while SPL has an obvious change when the width is increased 
from 12 mm to 14 mm. Therefore, the increase range of SPL is also increasing gradually under all 
conditions with the increase of the impeller outlet width. On one hand, the increases of the impeller 
outlet width are conducive to eliminating swirls of the secondary flow on the volute section, but 
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reflux will be caused by the excessive impeller outlet width. As a result, the static and dynamic 
interference between the impeller and volute will be strengthened. On the other hand, there is an 
obvious impact of the impeller outlet width on the jet flow wake of the impeller outlet, and the 
area of the wake is also enlarged with the increasing outlet width [13]. Therefore, with the increase 
of the impeller outlet width, the pressure fluctuation generated by the static and dynamic 
interference within the pump is strengthened, and the fluid excitation and vibration noise will be 
also strengthened. Therefore, the impeller outlet width must be designed well. Otherwise, greater 
radiation noise will be generated in the far field. 

 
Fig. 20. Directivity distribution of the radiation noises for the centrifugal pump 

6. Conclusions 

1) The experimental system of the exterior performances for centrifugal pumps is built in this 
paper, so as to verify the reliability of the numerical simulation. The result shows that the accuracy 
of the numerical simulation is relatively high, which could be used to compute centrifugal pumps 
in the subsequent analysis. 

2) The pressure fluctuation inside centrifugal pumps is computed numerically. It is found from 
the result that the greater pressure fluctuation peaks are mainly appeared at the rotation frequency, 
blade frequency, double blade frequency, triple blade frequency and quadruple blade frequency.  

3) By means of both the coupled and uncoupled acoustic boundary element methods, the 
radiated sound field of the dipole source for centrifugal pump impeller is computed. Consequently, 
the influence of the acoustic coupling on the distribution of sound pressure level cannot be ignored, 
and the acoustic coupling makes the distribution of sound pressure be uniform in the frequency 
domain. The influence of the acoustic coupling is greater in the frequencies with structural mode. 

4) The coupled acoustic boundary element method is applied to compute the radiation sound 
pressure of centrifugal pumps. It is indicated from the result that the pressure fluctuation of the 
volute plays a greater influence on the sound pressure at the outlet of centrifugal pumps. The sound 
pressure has shown peaks in both the blade frequency and double blade frequency. It thus indicates 
that interferences between the impeller and tongue are the main reasons for the flow-induced noise 
of centrifugal pumps.  

5) Radiation noises at the far-field for the centrifugal pump are also calculated based on BEM, 
and the impeller outlet width plays a greater influence on radiation noises at the far-field of 
centrifugal pumps.  
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